
Kitchen Disco   
Week beginning 01.06.20 
This week we will be writing rhyming poems about fruit inspired by this wonderfully funny book “Kitchen Disco” by Clare Foges & Al Murphy. It 
links perfectly to our new topic “Scrumdiddlyumptious”. Once you have finished writing your poem I’d love to read it. Just a send a photo of your 
writing to rowan@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk  

Book Talk & 
Planning 

First enjoy listening to the story here (song version) – and here (read-aloud version)   
Focus on the use of rhythm and the rhyming element.  
Here are some questions for you to consider and talk about with someone at home. 

1. What do you like / dislike about the book?   
2. Do you think this book might promote healthy eating? Why? 
3. Which is your favourite page? Why?  

Listen again: can you identify the chorus (the repeated sections) and the verse (there’s one for each new fruit introduced) 
Now - here are my favourite verses – can you identify the structure (how many lines and where do the rhyming words fall?) 
 
The Pineapple is very cool 
He wears his hair in spikes 
He hangs out by the microwave 
High-fiving fruit he likes … 

  

Now look at some fruit (or vegetables) that you have in your kitchen. Maybe choose three. Think about their personalities. How  
might they behave at a disco? Are they shy and hide behind the toaster? Do they strut their stuff on the work tops? Do they shed 
their peel and dance round it in the middle of the kitchen floor?  You can magpie ideas from the book if you like.  
Draw a groovy picture of each fruit (or veg) you have chosen and start to build a word / phrase bank around each one using any 
ideas you have about how each behaves when the music starts up.  

Drafting 
your verses  

 

Look at the beginnings of your planning. Take each fruit (or veg) at a time. Have a good look at him / her – let them take on a 
personality / character of their own. You’re going to have a go now using the words / phrases you‘ve collected so far and start to 
put them in a 4 line structure thinking about where the rhyming words need to fall. Like this: 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

The Lemons are the show-offs 

They really love to rap 

They break dance on the chopping board 

And tap dance on the tap … 

 

He dives into the washing –up … 

And has a bubble bath! 

 

 

 

Name of fruit is the / a …………………….. 

S/he is / makes / likes / plays ……………..      xxx 

……………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………….        xxx 

 

 

 

The Name of fruit are the  …………………….. 

They make / like / play / dive ……………..      xxx 

……………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………….         xxx 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeg0cNyaj7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiAEa3oga1k


Kitchen Disco   
 
 
 
 
 

Editing 

You may like to write your ideas: words / phrases on post-its and move the pieces of paper around. There’s lots of playing with 
words at this stage so don’t worry if it’s looking a bit messy. Keep reading how your lines sound. Does the rhythm sound right? Do 
you need to add / take away any words to help the flow of the words sound better? Are there 4 separate lines? Have you got the 
last word on your second line to rhyme with the final word of your verse?  
 
Once you have 2 or 3 verses drafted, start the editing process. You might like to use a different colour pen like we do in class. It 
doesn’t have to be a purple one! 

1. Punctuation: this is different in poetry. But … 
make sure the first word of each line starts with a capital letter 
make sure the name of your fruit has a capital letter because it’s become a character in your poem 
end each verse with a full stop or an exclamation mark 
(You may also like to add commas where you can hear them between phrases) 

2. Spelling: check that any words that appear in the text have been copied correctly 
Read through your writing very slowly – underline any words that don’t look quite right 
On a piece of paper try different ways to spell this word – which one looks right to you now? 
You might have a dictionary you could use or ask for an adult’s help 
(Not every word has to be spelt correctly but you do need to think about the ones it’s possible for you to be getting correct) 

3. Improving: Are there any words you’ve repeated? Could you find an alternative word? Will your reader get a sense of your 
fruit’s personality by the vocabulary you’ve chosen? Could you choose more expressive verbs to describe how your fruit 
moves? dances? acts toward the other fruit from the bowl? Have you checked the rhyming words fall at the end of line 2 
and line 4?   
 

Publishing 
 

Now for the proud moment! Decide how you’d like to “publish” your poem. How will you set it out on your page? Do you want to 
add illustrative touches / shapes to some words? Where will you add illustration? Would you like to include a chorus? (you can use 
the one from the text) 
Have fun with this bit. I’m sure you will do a great job. I can’t wait to see them. With your permission, I’d like to use some of them to 
make a class version of “Kitchen Disco” in Rowan gallery for you all to enjoy.   

 

 


